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SOCIAL RELATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE TO
THE CHURCH
PRELIMINARY REPORT OF A COMMISSION
HERBERT WRIGHT GATES
Director of Religious Education, The Brick Church,
Rochester, N. Y.
This preliminary report is the outcome of considerable cor-
respondence with the widely scattered members of the Com-
mission, in order to ascertain their views on the nature of the
problem before the Commission, the phases of the question that
should receive attention, the method of investigation that
should be followed, and the form to be taken by the final report.
There seemed to be much question as to whether the question
submitted to us for investigation concerns the social relations
of a certain group of young people to the church, dealing therefore
with the social activities of the church in the more limited sense;
or, with the larger relations of the church to the social life of all
young people.
The Commission feels that the latter is the correct statement
of the problem. We are to study this question with the hope of
being able to formulate some helpful statement as to the proper
attitude of the church and a practical working program for the
church in meeting the social needs of young people generally.
The importance of the task is clear when we realize how vitally
these social conditions influence the religious views and the
development of character of those concerned. We have by this
time pretty definitely accepted what has been a recognized fact
in general education: that habits, conduct, the things that
determine the character of the individual cannot be developed
through instruction alone. Character cannot be taught, it
must be developed through training. A Christian character
and an effective religious program of life cannot be taught out
of a book, not even from the Bible.
Experience confirms the theory that it is the influence of the
strongest environment, spiritual as well as material, which in
the majority of cases determines the character of the individual.
It is certainly the part of wisdom for the church to take into
account in the shaping of its policies and programs of work,
conditions and influences which are bound to be either of serious
hindrance or great assistance in the religious education of the child.
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38 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
T H E NATURE OF SOCIAL SERVICE AND ITS PLACE IN THE CHURCH
In such a discussion as this, the term and the idea of social
service will have so large a place that it is important to be clear
as to our meaning. Mr. Hutchins makes clear in his paper, as
also in his book on Graded Social Service for the Sunday school,
that this is the era of popularity for social service. As is usually
the case at such times, the idea is taken up by many as a fad or,
if even with a more serious intent, still with little or no intelligent
comprehension of the real aims or methods that should be pur-
sued. Many churches as well as individuals are engaging in
programs of so-called social service which in reality are not
social in the true meaning of the word, and some, while more
nearly realizing the ideal in this sense, are still without adequate
correlation of the service undertaken to the general program of
religious education in the church.
The first of these difficulties is thus discussed and illustrated
by Professor Hutchins. "The term 'social service' must stand
for all those forces which develop an interplay of life and result in
establishing full human relations with other individuals and
groups. The hallmark of social service, in other words, is the
production of a consciousness of social unity and a genuine
reciprocity of life. The supreme social task for all of us is the
furtherance of our own socialization and the socialization of all
with whom we come in contact, the promotion of that democratic
process by which we enter more and more completely into
reciprocal human relations with an ever enlarging group." Thus
we get away from ideas which classify individuals as different
from ourselves and tend to regard them in the light of universal
and fundamental identities. "Whatever assists in this social-
izing process is social service."
"Some years ago a large manufacturing corporation, at the
instigation of its president, built a model town for the use of its
employees. Sanitary houses were erected, beautiful parks with
flowers and fountains were laid out, and opportunities were
provided for recreation and improvement. Some time after the
inauguration of this ameliorative scheme it was deemed neces-
sary, during a period of financial depression, to reduce the wages
of these employees by shortening the hours of work and, when,
as a consequence, a strike was declared, the president of the
company was astonished and perplexed, .and considered these
employees as utterly unappreciative. Still later, when the
promoter of this enterprise died and a court decision requiredDo
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SOCIAL RELATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 39
the company to divest itself of the management of the town, as
involving a function beyond its corporate powers, scarcely a
protest was made by the employees against the dismantling of
the parks and the discontinuance of other features.
"What was the trouble? 'The president of the company,'
as Jane Addams has said, 'went further than the employer usually
does. He socialized not only the factory, but the form in which
his employees were living. He built, and in large measure
regulated, an entire town, without calling upon the workmen
either for self-expression or self-government.' "
How did he come to make this mistake? "Into his attempt
at social service he carried no social imagination, no associative
insight, and, while he sincerely wished to contribute to the life
values of his employees, he was content to ' test the process by
his own feelings and not by those of the men.' So, after his model
town was built and equipped with its many advantages, the
relations between the company and its employees, instead of
being transfused with a spirit of humanity, were purely abstract,
and no real community of thought and feeling and effort was
established. Notwithstanding the munificence of his social
contribution, the activities of this employer were not social
service for they exerted no effective socializing power. In its
contribution to the socializing process we have the true test of
every social activity and, no matter by what other designation
it may be known, philanthropy, neighborliness, education, or
religion, social service will always be recognized through the
fullness and wealth of human experience which it mediates; the
intimate, sympathetic associations which it begets; the clearer
vision which it affords of the common needs and hopes and pur-
poses and tasks which belong to our common human life. Every-
thing that makes the democratic Christian principle an actual
growing experience and achievement in the lives of its participants
is social service."
In his book, above mentioned, Mr. Hutchins has called atten-
tion to the other phase of this problem: the necessity that social
service in the church shall be related to the religious experience
and the religious training of the person rendering it. An illus-
tration of failure at this point he finds in the case of a young ladies'
class in a city Sunday school which became interested in a home
for dependent children and resolved to make a contribution to
its funds. "In order to raise the money they decided to give a
little play, and many happy winter evenings were spent in re-Do
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40 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
hearsals at the home of the teacher. In a conversation with an
interested member of the class, after the season was over, I
discovered that, while she abounded in exclamations over the
good times they had enjoyed, she could not recall the name of
the institution for which her class was working, knew next to
nothing of its work, its necessity, its character, and had no per-
sonal relations whatever with the children who were the recipients
of the beneficences of the class."
Other examples are given, and probably everyone could add
to them out of experience, of just such cases of gifts and service
rendered by individuals and groups in which the activity was
play pure and simple, for we are told that in play the activity is
an end unto itself and interest is not mediated in the ultimate
purpose.
Not only is it important that, in social service, the server
should enter fully and intelligently into the full comprehension
and appreciation of his service, but, from the standpoint of
religious education, he should understand its religious significance.
Otherwise I do not see the justification of its inclusion in a scheme
of church work, and it dertainly will lack the fundamental impulse
and inspiration necessary to hold the worker to so difficult a
task. We must see clearly and feel deeply that social service
is not merely an extra wheel, a line of activity undertaken to
broaden the scope of the church work and give the workers a
job. It should be the natural, spontaneous, inevitable expression
of an impulse arising from the genuine conviction that God is
really our Father, that all men are his children and therefore
one in a great brotherhood..
A concrete example of this may be found in the experience
of a group of young women who, in connection with another
Sunday school, followed for some time a course of Bible study.
They finally reached the study of the Social Significance of the
Teachings of Jesus, using as an outline Professor Jenk's textbook
bearing this title. The outcome of this study was a deep and
abiding conviction of the reality of the personality and influence
of Jesus in modern as well as in ancient life. This soon gave rise
to the insistent question, What are we going to do about it? The
next step was a serious consideration of existing needs and
opportunities for the expression of this impulse toward a more
Christian relationship in life and service toward those about
them. The outcome was the organization of a club for working
girls, the leadership of which came from this Bible study group,Do
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SOCIAL RELATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 41
and the controlling motive in which was to discover the real
needs and desires of the girls with whom they were working,
and to help them realize these to the best possible advantage.
This club has been in active operation for three years. Its
development has been rapid and has been free from arbitrary
planning, and its results, both in the development of the girls
and in the religious inspiration which it has brought to its leaders,
have been simply without measure. It has proved to be a piece
of real, Christian social service, because it had its inception in a
Christian impulse and has never left it, and it has been carried
on always from the point of view of those whom it was intended to
benefit, with whom the workers engaged in it made common cause.
If now we add to this interpretation of social service the
necessity already suggested in our opening statement; namely,
that of reckoning with the environmental forces that inevitably
influence the religious and moral, as well as the physical and
mental development, of children and youth, we have the founda-
tion for interested effort in the solution of this problem.
Right at this point let it be said that the members of the
Commission will gratefully appreciate suggestions, especially
information as to concrete pieces of work that are contributing
to the solution of various phases of this problem. Different
fields vary so widely in the conditions affecting the nature of the
problem and the methods of work, and there are so many
churches, each achieving its measure of success in one line or
another, that all such contributions will be of great assistance in
outlining a program of work that may be helpful to all.*
THE SOCIAL NEEDS OF YOUNG PEOPLE AND THEIR EFFECT
UPON THE PROBLEM
The next step, therefore, and the real task of the Commission,
is to investigate the social needs which constitute the problem
and determine the nature of an adequate program. The follow-
ing points are offered as suggestive and in the hope that they may
bring additional contributions. These are formulated as the
result of Mr. Bradford's paper and correspondence with other
members of the Commission.
1. Needs arising from Home Conditions.
We must consider the problem of the child whose home is
one of poverty, where opportunity for social enjoyment and true
* Such communications may be sent to the chairman of the Commission, at the
Brick Church Institute, Rochester, New York.D
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42 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
recreation is so entirely lacking as to have well-nigh crushed desire
or the possibility of response to any higher motive, leaving life
on the dead level of mere existence. It is futile to preach or to
make much of any appeal to the spiritual nature in such a case.
Of even more significance to the average church is the problem
of the wage earner's home, in which desire is active, the craving
for recreation, self-improvement and advancement strong, but
opportunity for gratification meagre owing to the narrow margin
between income and the bare necessities of life. The young
people from such homes are practically limited for the gratifica-
tion of their natural and legitimate desires to the cheapest of
commercialized amusements or the most barren of social oppor-
tunities.
Still another problem is presented by the home of wealth
and opportunity which lacks either vision or responsibility, and
which hands over the child to any kind of amusement or social
life with the simple demand that it be "in good form" and ap-
proved by "society," with often the most dubious meanings
attaching to both these phrases.
2. Conditions of School Life.
A second group of problems is presented by school conditions.
First of all, we meet the question as to whether the type of
educational training given by the average school is meeting the
practical needs of the child and fitting him for efficient living.
The fact that only about five per cent of the children in the primary
grades complete the high-school course would seem to accentuate
this query. What is the trouble? Has the church any responsi-
bility or help in this matter? Certain it is that every ill-trained
and therefore inefficient child presents a more difficult problem
for religious education than he might otherwise offer.
Again we are confronted with the moral problem of our high
schools, a problem which may possibly have been exaggerated
in some quarters, and which we hope has shown genuine improve-
ment in some, but which still is sufficiently acute to demand the
serious attention of the church and leaders in the religious educa-
tion of the young. This problem is not entirely limited to the
high school, for recent investigations have shown it to be in
course of rapid development as early as the fourth grade in many
communities.
3. Industrial Conditions.
Still another problem is presented by the boy or girl who has
left school and gone to work. Another group of problems wouldDo
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SOCIAL RELATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 43
be a better term, for the personal approach to such individuals
is conditioned by a number of facts.
First, there is the inevitable spirit of independence and
throwing off of parental control which comes with this stepping
out from the home life into the position of wage-earner. One
hitherto powerful source of influence is now weakened or disap-
pears altogether.
Then there are the particular temptations which may arise
from the nature of the employment engaged in, or the lack of
self-control due to fatigue occasioned by too long hours or too
strenuous work.
Aside from the mere matter of temptation, the nature of the
employment is often a determining factor in the dominant
interests through which the individual may best be reached with
a view to intellectual improvement or spiritual culture Clubs
and groups along vocational lines are evidences of this force.
4. Recreational Conditions.
The conditions under which young people find their recrea-
tional life bring up another group of problems. We must
recognize first of all the necessity of some recreation, its le-
gitimacy in life. We must appreciate the direct educational ad-
vantage furnished by play and games and other forms of recrea-
tion. The training in mental and moral habits, no less than
physical, which the boy gets upon the playground or in the
gymnasium, has no little part to play in character formation and
in fitting the individual for the part he has to play in life.
This recreational problem assumes different aspects according
to age and general life conditions, as suggested in the first para-
graph under Home Conditions. Take, for example, the fun-
damentally important question as to what amusements are proper
for young people, and particularly young children. There is
little doubt that the cause of many of the excesses of well-to-do
young people is the thoughtlessness with which their parents not
only permit but encourage their participation in parties, the
theatre and other social functions, better fitted to adult years,
with a freedom that leaves these children with practically nothing
to grow up to. As a result they are blase1 by sixteen, and adult
life finds them with the craving for more and more highly spiced
entertainment as a spur to jaded appetites.
Then there is another group of problems regarding the recrea-
tion of boys and girls in school, the provision of suitable games
and contests under proper supervision, the safeguarding of theDo
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44 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
boys especially against a type of athletics that tends to develop
a select group of more or less professional athletes for the rest
of the school to admire, and the erection of standards of success
with the motto, "Anything to win." This latter problem re-
lates particularly to the high school.
We must consider also those forms of recreation which appeal
to the dramatic instinct, the theatre and especially the motion
picture houses. The mere fact that this latter widely pervasive
form of amusement is under the control of a great corporation,
with almost unlimited capital, ready to fight any restraining in-
fluence on the part of state or local government, ought to arouse
a lively concern on the part of the church.
Again there is the social party and dancing, a form of recrea-
tion with which we must reckon. No matter whether we ap-
prove of it or not, it still remains a fact that dancing offers to a
very large group of young people almost the only attractive form
of social recreation and opportunity for them to meet one an-
other. The numbers of young people who thus regard dancing
and participate in it, the conditions under which they do thus
participate, the commercial aspects of the dance hall and the
dancing class, the nature and success of municipal and com-
munity enterprises for this purpose; all these demand careful
consideration before we can discover the need, possibility or
nature of any adequate church program.
5. Choice of Vocations.
Yet another group of problems is presented by the man-
ner in which the large majority of young people drift into,
rather than select, their Hie work. The simple statement
that ninety per cent to ninety-five per cent of the graduates
of the law department of a great university change their
calling within five years of graduation should point out the
wisdom of some adequate vocational guidance. What can the
church do in this line? If nothing, then it should at least be the
concern of religious educators to see that it is done by the right
persons or agencies. Such unsettled conditions' in so vital a
period of life cannot but profoundly influence the development
of character. The loss to the community and the church by
the withholding of what might otherwise be effective leadership
can hardly be estimated.
6. Conditions Affecting Marriage.
The last group of problems to which we shall here refer is
that attending the choice of life partners. Here again the pro-Do
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SOCIAL RELATIONS OF YOUNG PEOPLE 45
portion of those who drift instead of exercising intelligent selec-
tion is painfully large. The investigations and discussions of
the divorce problem have established beyond question that the
greatest single contribution to the abatement of this serious evil
would be to secure more serious and wise consideration on the
part of young people before entering upon this relationship of
marriage. If we could lead them to think more of what is in-
volved in marriage and the establishment of a home and the
rearing of children; if we might bring them to a truer estimate of
the real values in life and of the things really necessary to hap-
piness, we should have fewer cases of happiness deferred or missed
altogether because of the straining after fictitious values or un-
satisfying standards. Surely the church has an opportunity
here. Jesus preached that " a man's life consisteth not in the
things which he possesseth." The pastor of one city church
recently delivered a series of sermons on this subject. They were
wise, helpful, and inspiring and were followed by hosts of young
people with serious and eager attention, a marked testimony to
their profitableness. Yet it was even pathetic to observe the way
in which many older people and even other pastors seemed to
regard them as a subject of humor.
Sermons alone will not fill the whole need in this matter.
There is call for wise counsel and personal guidance based upon
adequate and intimate knowledge of the individuals and con-
ditions involved.
Such are some of the more evident, if not the most vital, con-
ditions and needs that seem to call for attention on the part of
the church as she attempts to formulate an adequate policy of
social service and religious educational work. Undoubtedly
others may be added and, as stated above, the Commission will
not only welcome but sincerely hopes that this preliminary
discussion may give rise to further suggestions.
DISCUSSION REGARDING THE RELATIONS OF THE
CHURCH TO THE SOCIAL LIFE OF YOUNG PEOPLE
Impossible to make any adequate suggestions as to the pro-
gram of the church until the facts regarding conditions are more
definitely established.
That the church has some responsibility in the matter is clear
from what is already known. Even were it not for the inevitable
effect upon religious life of social conditions, there is an elementDo
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46 RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
of grave injustice in the present unequal provision for the satis-
faction of common and natural desires among different groups of
children.
In addition to the classification of groups and needs already
outlined, they must also be considered in the light of the age,
education, and vocation of those affected.
We must also consider the question of how far the church
should attempt to provide for existing needs directly, and "how far
this should be done in co-operation with other agencies, such for
example as the Y.M.C.A., Y.W.C.A., Boy Scouts, Camp Fire
Girls and the like.— J. W. F. Davies, Winnetka, III.
Need of some plan of scientific study of the religious reactions
of children to varying forms of social activities, games, etc., just
as in the Commission on Worship this has been done with re-
gard to varying forms of services.
Another fact to be taken into account is the overcrowded
time of children to-day, which leaves them no opportunity to do
anything beyond that already prescribed. This raises the
question of standardization of time.— Hugh H. Hartshorne,
Union Theological Seminary, N. Y. City.
Consider the question of the young people's relation to the
community. The church handicapped because there is no such
thing as a church of the community. The problem is one of the
co-operation of all agencies. We should define the various func-
tions of church, home, school, etc., and secure the co-operation
of all.— Wtn. H. Boocock, Buffalo, N. Y.
Quoted example of the Council of Churches of Hyde Park,
Ills. Social Settlement, formed with the purpose of studying
and providing for the needs of those lacking in opportunity.
One feature a union of parents' clubs in effective work for the
control of existing conditions.
The church is the institution that can create sentiment in the
community in favor of better things.— Oscar C. Helming, Chicago.
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